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It is the aim of the Association for International Con- 
ciliation to awaken interest and to seek cooperation in 
the movement to promote international good will. This 
movement depends for its ultimate success upon in- 
creased international understanding, appreciation, and 
sympathy. To this end, documents are printed and 
widely circulated, giving information as to the progress 
of the movement and as to matters connected therewith, 
in order that individual citizens, the newspaper press, 
and organizations of various kinds may have accurate 
information on these subjects readily available. 

The Association endeavors to avoid, as far as pos- 
sible, contentious questions, and in particular questions 
relating to the domestic policy of any given nation. 
Attention is to be fixed rather upon those underlying 
principles of international law, international conduct, 
and international organization, which must be agreed 
upon and enforced by all nations if peaceful civiliza- 
tion is to continue and to be advanced. A list of pub- 
lications will be found on page 12. 


Subscription rate: Twenty-five cents for one year, or 
one dollar for five years. 








FRANCO-GERMAN RECONCILIATION 


Address delivered July 6, 1923, before the Annual 
Meeting of the Advisory Council in Europe of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 


By PRoFEssOR F. W. FOERSTER 


How to reconcile France and Germany is unques- 
tionably the crux of our general problem of recon- 
ciliation. Here we are confronted by memories, by 
open sores centuries old; we are confronted not merely 
by a separation taking rise in the era of Bismarck or 
the Napoleonic invasion, but by an estrangement 
rendered almost inevitable by the whole course of 
events since that fatal hour in the Middle-Ages when 
France withdrew her destinies from those of the 
Germano-Roman Empire. Since that time the Ger- 
man spirit has borne the stamp of the imperialist 
concept which remained as part of the heritage from 
the Roman Empire, whereas France has developed 
as the guardian of the treasures of individual life, of 
the principle of concentration, in contrast to the prin- 
ciple of expansion and organization upheld by the Ger- 
man spirit. But this separation of two essentially 
complementary principles has ended by impoverish- 
ing and even drying up the life of the soul in these 
two peoples, in such wise that Renan could say “When 
France and Germany have been reconciled the two 
halves of the human soul will have been reunited.” 
This, then, is the end of our work of reconciliation, 
from which today, alas! we are still far enough away. 
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In commenting upon the present state of this work, 
I wish to supplement, in a measure, the reports and 
opinions of my friend von Gerlach by speaking of the 
particular impressions which I gathered in circles 
that differ somewhat from those upon which Herr von 
Gerlach and his colleagues have concentrated their 
efforts. Indeed, our work of reconciliation necessi- 
tates two forms of propaganda in Germany: One 
consists in urging democratic circles toward the logical 
conclusions of their own convictions, thus leading 
them to apply the moral principles of democratic 
thought to the great problems of world politics. The 
second consists in undermining the position of the 
Right by appealing primarily to the truths inherited 
from Christian tradition. Of the basically religious 
groups, the German Catholics, in the main, have dis- 
played a mind very open to our ideas, whereas the 
Protestant groups have, for centuries back, thrown 
themselves completely into the arms of Caesar, in 
adoration of the Prussian state, which was regarded 
as the only secular support of the Evangelical Church. 
This is just the reverse of the state of affairs prevailing 
with you: In France it is particularly the Catholics 
who represent, in general, nationalist and Gallic 
sentiment; in Germany, Catholic tradition is, in the 
political field, the tradition of the old Germano- 
Roman Empire, where Germany was not a centralist 
and nationalist state, but an association of nations, 
and where the German considered himself respon- 
sible for the secular unity of Europe. All the great 
Catholic writers of the last century retain this tradi- 
tion and defend it passionately against the Prussian 
spirit. Bishop von Ketteler, of Mainz, the historian 
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themselves in favor of a constructive European under- 
taking, to which the people of Central Europe are 
destined by its whole history and by its geographical 
position. The anti-Prussian tendency supported by 
von Ketteler is particularly alive in Western Germany: 
the majority of the professors of the University of 
Cologne adhere to it. All these traditions have been 
revived within the last few years by the Catholic 
youth of the country, who have vehemently declared 
their opposition to the purely technical and economic 
civilization supported and spread particularly by 
Berlin: having begun to revive the old songs, folk- 
songs and mysteries of the Middle-Ages, they have 
withdrawn more and more decisively from the ma- 
terial, egoistic and imperialist spirit which has pre- 
vailed in Germany for more than fifty years. All the 
publications of these young people are full of super- 
national appeals, and are devoted particularly to 
Franco-German reconciliation. There was a sur- 
prising demonstration of this spiritual transformation 
at the annual conference of the “Windthorstbiinde,” 
a Catholic political union bearing the name of Wind- 
thorst, the Guelph leader, Bismarck’s greatest oppo- 
nent in the Reichstag. This meeting was attended by a 
large number of our partisans of the Catholic party 
who succeeded in overcoming all opposition by the 
force and enthusiasm of their declarations and ap- 
peals; and in the end they persuaded the audience to 
adopt a resolution in favor of a national sacrifice for 
devastated France—not thereby to replace due and 
official reparation, but to show their individual good 
will toward the French people. The collections follow- 
ing this resolution have already, in the course of a 
week, brought in an amount equivalent to three new 
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houses; this is perhaps a material point of view, but 
it is nevertheless worth while if we consider the 
sentiment that has been fostered in the German 
people, and if we take into account the moral and 
propagandist value of so conciliatory an action. 

Moreover, my private correspondence with influen- 
tial representatives of German Catholicism reveals a 
rapidly growing tendency toward a new direction of 
thought. Last week I received a letter from the 
Bishop of Cologne, an intimate associate of the 
Cardinal, who assured me that there is a very decided 
conviction among responsible men that they should 
combat nationalism, and for that reason he wishes 
to attend the congress arranged by Marc Sangnier 
at Fribourg, in Baden. To encourage these tend- 
encies, to develop Catholic opinion along the lines 
of our common ideas, and to furnish it with reliable 
information, we have devoted an issue of our pacifist 
publication “Menschheit” especially to propaganda 
in Catholic circles; of this issue thousands of copies 
have been ordered by Rhenish Catholics. 

If I emphasize the importance of a pacifist penetra- 
tion of Catholic circles in Germany it is because, at 
the present time, only resolute action on the part of 
the Catholics in favor of our ideas can save the situa- 
tion and avert civil war and a war of revenge. Even 
if these two sorts of warlike solution were not know- 
ingly prepared by the nationalist elements they would, 
nevertheless, be greatly to be feared because passions 
are excited to such a point that an explosion of violence 


seems to emanate from an elementary and irresistible 
necessity. But if that section of public opinion which 
favors the republic and reconciliation were reinforced 
and encouraged by clear and unequivocal declarations 


[6] 





Ee 





SRS ete 





739 


from the Catholic leaders, the nationalist and mon- 
archist impetus would be checked and discouraged, 
and renewed confidence in the stability of affairs 
would exercise a calming effect on all elements of our 
national life. For these reasons it is important to 
remind those circles of their own heritage, of their 
universalist tradition, and to make them take the 
initiative in resolutely heading toward a Germany 
which will again assume responsibility for the unity 
of Europe. 

On the whole, in just the measure that the outlook 
for the immediate present seems gloomy, it is en- 
couraging for the near future, when the next genera- 
tion, whose hearts have received the seeds we are now 
liberally sowing, shall have taken its place in the 
professions and in the field of political action. To 
that end all our efforts should be directed to convince 
the youth of all parties, to create centers of reliable 
information, of enlightenment and of inspiration 
among them, and thus to light a back-fire against the 
conflagration of excitement and of hate that is fed so 
subtly and from such ample material resources by our 
nationalist circles. The ground is ready for sowing 
under the pressure of present events; all that is needed 
is the proper use of the opportunities given. 

Of the methods to be applied to attain this end 
there is one which must have to do with the past, and 
another with the future. As to the past, I am con- 
vinced that a real reconciliation, founded on mutual 
recognition of the same moral principles, is impossible 
unless we succeed in bringing the élite of the German 
people to a recognition of the essential and decisive 
responsibility which must be attributed to German 
policy and to the German mentality with regard to the 
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origin of the war. Some of Germany's former adver- 
saries, inspired by a generous impulse, have said: 
“Forget the past, turn your eyes toward a better 
future.” But a great wound cannot really heal with- 
out being cleansed and disinfected. The German na- 
tionalist circles who are carrying on their implacable 
crusade to accuse the allied peoples of having brought 
on the war are not ideologists; they well know that 
the best way to prevent any kind of reparation or 
conciliation is precisely this lavish propaganda, by 
means of which they seek to cut our people off from 
the thoughts, opinions and experiences of other 
peoples with regard to the moral and political origins 
of the war. Unless we succeed in counterbalancing 
this lying propaganda carried on by our nationalists 
to falsify the facts and obscure all responsibility, 
Franco-German reconciliation can never be attained. 
It is not possible to make our people agree to repara- 
tion without enlightening public opinion on the sub- 
ject of what must be restored. In all my discussions 
with my fellow countrymen I have noted again and 
again the degree to which they were cut off from all 
information, and the rapidity with which their con- 
sciences began to react once the real facts had been 
presented to them. A Swiss newspaper recently 
stated that, faced by such a situation, all nations 
should cooperate to enlighten the poor German people, 
so deeply deceived by harmful propaganda. With 
regard to the urgent task recommended by this 
appeal, I wish to refer to the lucid and statesmanlike 
exposition given yesterday by our President Nicholas 
Murray Butler. He drew our attention to the fact 
that even in America people are beginning to be em- 
barrassed by the growing lack of funds which has 
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followed the rapid decline of the European market. 
But in pointing out this dependence of American 
economic life on the condition of affairs in Europe, 
he led us to hope that the United States would not 
too late arrive at the conclusion that the crisis in the 
American market can not be relieved without the 
help of a well prepared and well launched campaign 
on the German mentality, the real seat of European 
unrest. 

In concluding, I must mention a rather pessimistic 
consideration—not to be discouraging, but to demon- 
strate the difficulty of the task confronting us, and 
the necessity of adopting effective measures: I have 
said that we place great hope in the younger genera- 
tion, but we must not forget that the younger genera- 
tion is not in power; on the contrary we must reckon 
with the fact that in Germany the ruling classes, the 
most intelligent, most disciplined, and, materially, 
the best equipped classes, contemptuously reject 
reparation, are preparing revenge, and place their 
hopes in an entente, not with the West, but with the 
East. 

What can be done under such circumstances? How 
can we counteract the influences that militate against 
us? I must answer frankly that what we need is a 
strong, unanimous and unequivocal pressure on the 
part of the Allies against nationalist and reparation- 
resisting Germany; only by exerting such pressure 
can we help democratic Germany and rally a section 
of public opinion sufficiently large to overcome the 
blind and obstinate resistance of a certain infernal 
clique which is determined to force the issue, even to 
the point of civil war. I fully appreciate the generous 
sentiments animating a great part of public opinion 
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in England; I understand, too, the economic point of 
view on which English action is based, and which 
prevents England from leaving the settlement of this 
deplorable matter exclusively in the hands of the 
French creditor—but we need an exact synthesis of 
these two methods of judging the problem. In my 
opinion, English intervention has fatally encouraged 
the worst elements in my country; the expression of 
sympathy for the situation in Germany was too vague, 
too little defined, when we are confronted by a prob- 
lem whose solution requires careful consideration and 
a consistent plan. What sort of Germany do we wish 
to help? So far, English intervention has had no 
effect except to make the most violent opponents of 
reparation believe that Germany could once more 
escape the accomplishment of her national duty to 
France. 

It is undoubtedly most natural and justifiable that 
the leaders in the world’s markets should seek an 
international deliberation and collaboration which 
would, by means of a compromise, end the Franco- 
German conflict. But, on the other hand, I am con- 
vinced, as a German, that Franco-German reconcilia- 
tion will not be obtained, unless the moral point of 
view and the point of view of right sustained by 
France are recognized and reinforced on the part of 
the Allies, by a strong and decisive declaration con- 
demning the tactics by means of which the leaders 
of industry and of agriculture in Germany, as well 
as the nationalists, forced matters to the point where 
occupation became an inevitable fatality. By means 
of such a declaration the world would help our little 
campaign most effectively, and would discourage the 
attempts of those elements that continually hope to 
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drag the rest of the world into their fight against not 
only a few illusions and exaggerations of French 
policy, but against France’s incontestable right. 

Finally, the solution of the problem under consid- 
eration requires such a spirit of sacrifice, of wisdom 
and of tact on the part of those undertaking it, that 
we might easily lose hope if we had to reckon only 
with the inadequate moral backing at our disposal. 
Nevertheless, let us hope to shake off the moral 
lethargy that hitherto has restrained all initiative— 
let us work together with renewed vigor, and we may 
be sure that no sincere effort will be wasted! 
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